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Associate Pastor Report
December 8, 2010 
Review:  
The 7-week PowerUP! Your Sunday School campaign has been completed with great success.  On High Attendance Day, our Sunday School attendance exceeded the stated goal of 100 by 7.  In addition, the average SS attendance for the last three weeks is 87, well above last year’s average of 70.  I want to thank all the SS leaders and workers for their efforts in the campaign and Pastor Steve for his promotions and enthusiasm for the SS program.

SS Director Arland Bell and leaders have decided to continue the R.E.A.L. SS emphasis by conducting monthly worker’s training meetings starting on the fourth Wednesday evening at 6:00 pm starting in January.  I wish to encourage each SS teacher to continue the things learned and habits formed from the PowerUP! campaign so that we might not only grow the Sunday School and church, but also to make disciples.

Ministry Updates 
Ministry Strategy for Children.  Recently, I contacted Brian Upshaw, Church Ministry Team Leader for the BSC of NC, to talk about an idea I had about the BSC supporting a Children’s Fair and/or workshop for our church and community parents.  During our conversation, Brian talked about the importance of establishing a strategy for Children’s Ministries in the church. “Then,” he said, “you can determine the programs and ministries needed to suit the strategy and perhaps gain a better success.”  Brian has agreed to meet with me in January so that we can talk more about this idea of obtaining a solid Children’s Ministry strategy.

In addition to office and pastoral assistance, here are some of the things I’ve been pursuing.  

1.  Task Force Meetings.  I’ve conducting two meetings with a group of advisors during the last month.  I received some very good input and suggestions in several areas of ministry including Children’s Time, Children’s Worship and youth involvement in responsive reading.  So all of us could be on the same page, I drafted a guideline for Children’s time and distributed it to key people for their input.  I got a few suggestions and am currently working on a re-write. Subsequent meetings will include discussion on other ministries for children.    
2.  Child Protection Policy.  Recently, I contacted our Protect My Ministry advisor, AnnMarie Passarella, to see if there was some kind of worker’s training available.  She responded by directing me to a training program, endorsed by SBC Lifeway (and other respected Christian organizations) called “MinistrySafe”.  She offered to let me take the training and subsequent test for free in order to review it.  
The program recommends that we provide or require each children’s worker to take the 6 session course and take the test.  It took me about an hour or so to listen to all 6 sessions that covered areas such as identifying children who may have suffered abuse, how to talk to them and report any infractions, and how to recognize adult and older children abusers.  A certificate of completion is awarded as evidence and can be stored in the individual’s background file.  
This is for information only, no motion as yet:  The cost for a year’s access to the online training (accessible to anyone with a computer) is $99.  Available monies for this training has not been discussed with the stewardship committee as yet.  I will be seeking church approval perhaps at the next church conference.

3.  Children’s Christmas Craft Day.  Thank you to Paula, Stephanie and others for helping out with the very successful Children’s Christmas craft day.  22 kids were in attendance.  One of the things Paula did was to contact the parents of those who attended VBS this past summer. 
4.  www.cherrypointkids.com.  Plans for a web page for Children’s ministry is being developed and a church brochure listing all the activities and special events, if you’d like to review what is there so far, please visit the website and offer suggestions. 

5.  BSC of NC Webinars.  Finally, I attended a webinar entitled “Disciple Making in the Family”, with instructor Dr. Dallas Willard.  If you have a computer and would like to be involved in periodic webinars from the Church Health Department of the BSC of NC, please let me know, I’ll put you on the list to receive invitations.     

Announcements/Dates to Remember

December 12, Advent season continues.

December 13, 6:00 pm, ABA Christmas Banquet for Minister’s and spouses at Parkview BC (Thank you Deacons for sponsoring the pastor and myself and our wives)

December 19, 11:00 am, Christmas Cantata presented by our choir

December 19, 6:00 pm, Children’s Christmas Pageant

December 24,  6:00 pm, Candlelight Service 
This report will be posted on our website under the “Family Ministries” menu tab, www.cherrypointbaptist.com  
Faithfully Submitted,

Ed                 

