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Connecting Church, Family and Home

Included with this report is an attachment entitled, “Connecting Church, Family and Home”.  I think that everyone can agree that this statement encapsulates a vision for our church.  

In the last couple of months, I have been diligently working at formulating an effective strategy for this Family Ministry vision quest.  I have conferenced with Pastor Steve, Brian Upshaw, team leader for Family Ministries at the Baptist Convention of North Carolina, and others.  I have researched, reviewed, evaluated and selected several ministries (besides the activities we have in-place) that I’d like to present to the church.  

Looking at the handout, you can see familiar activities and three others that I believe will help us to encourage families to make the connection.  

1. Top 10 Issues Facing Today’s Family.   Brian Haynes, author of Shift:  What it takes to finally reach families today, wrote that “Parents are the primary influencers in their children’s lives by design.  To equip the generations effectively, we must reach and equip parents.” (p35)  He also suggests that there are many pressures in today’s culture that take parents away from this God-given design for the family and parents subsequently leave vital spiritual development and responsibility to the church.  In response to this dilemma, I have focused on a LifeWay ministry to better equip parents to cope with our culture and refocus on family.  It is called, Top 10 Issues Facing Today’s Family.  

My plan is to continue my development of a 10-Part discipleship series for parents.  Subjects will include:  How to balance Work and family, financial pressures, communication skills, dealing with an anti-Christian culture, negative media influence, divorce/marriage management, etc.

2. Children’s Bible Drill.  Another family oriented ministry that Pastor Steve suggested is the Children’s Bible Drill (formerly called the ‘Sword Drill’).  This is a national organization ministered by the SBC.  Basically, it encourages families to work together to help their children learn how to navigate the Bible and to memorize Scripture.  The competitive season for a church should start in September (at the very latest, January of each year) in order to be ready for the NC competition schedule in April.  I thought this would be a great idea for a Sunday evening children’s ministry.  

3. Shift:  What it takes to finally reach families today.   Brian Haynes (mentioned above) recognized a cultural shift in our society that is leading our families away from God and His church.  His book approaches this dilemma by following seven of life’s milestones that will connect church, family and home.  I like this book and it’s ideas for a holistic approach to spiritual formation because it does not require big changes in church ministries nor does it require a large cadre of new volunteers.  What it DOES require, however, is a sincere desire, and placement of priorities in our ministries to families.  This “DNA” should permeate our church so much that others will soon call us the “family” church.    
I think we can all agree that today our church, more than ever, needs to partner      with families to help children grow and become vital Christians in our communities.  I would like to better introduce Brian Haynes’ ideas and get your responses.  First, if you have internet access, please visit our website, www.cherrypointbaptist.com to view more about the book.  “Contact Us” with your comments.  Also, visit Brian Haynes’ website, www.legacymilestones.com.   
In addition, I will be preaching both the early and traditional worship services on February 27th.  The basis of the message will be in the Old Testament, but I will talk more about connecting church, family and home using ideas from the book.  When Pastor Steve returns, I hope to schedule a Sunday evening in order for the church to ask questions.  
Review our Website.  For those with computer access, I would encourage you to visit our church website on a regular basis, www.cherrypointbaptist.com.  On the Family Ministries menu I’ve included a copy of each of these reports, Family Ministries Updates and a copy of the monthly article I write for the Challenger, our church newsletter
 

Please feel free to visit my office any weekday between 9am and 1pm with your comments or suggestions related to Family Ministries.  

Faithfully Submitted,

Ed               
This report will be posted on our website under the “Family Ministries” menu tab, www.cherrypointbaptist.com  
